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We first have to build this (smart) city

According to a new market research report by Meticulous Research, the global smart cities market is projected to reach
$3,107.05bn by 2030, at a CAGR of 25.8% from 2023 to 2030. The report is titled Smart cities market by solutions (smart
citizen services, smart environment, smart buildings, smart transportation, smart utilities, other smart solutions),
component (hardware, software, services), technology, and geography - global forecast to 2030.
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This is a significant number and bodes well for a future where we will have cities that are intelligent, clean, sustainable and,

importantly, provide a high quality of life to citizens. But, as with each historic, potentially life-altering movement, the
building blocks must first be laid.

A strong, smart city foundation is built on a strengthened grid which is a dynamic, intelligent, automated power system.
Here, many countries will need major investment and commitment to lay this all-important block.

Second, and in parallel, is collecting and analysing data from our infrastructure and people, and converting the analytics
into actionable insights, will help shape smart cities.

loT adds scale, intelligence

Fortunately, the collection of data is accelerated by the internet of things (loT). At its most basic, managing city
infrastructure is about sensing and actuating. 1oT adds scale and intelligence and allows cities to become truly smart.
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For example, sensors, enabled by 10T, can alert operators to how busy street corners and building occupancy are and
manage traffic lights and alerts timeously. Blocks of buildings and subsequent traffic can be allocated certain timeslots to
leave (for home), which will alleviate congestion and make the drive far less stressful.

Empowering urban citizens with the ability to opt into data such as this would make decision-making far less intimidating,
not to mention how much more efficient they could be with their time.

By adopting loT, cities can benefit from a reduction in both the cost of connectivity and data transmission, as well as the
cost and power requirements of sensors.

Smart cities put data and digital technology to work to make better decisions and improve the quality of life. Indeed,
comprehensive, real-time data will provide cities and operators the ability to watch events as they unfold, understand how
demand patterns are changing and respond with faster and lower-cost solutions.

Celebrating Africa's top 5 smart cities: Showcasing progress and prowess

T

There are three layers that enable and truly represent a smart city:

¢ The technology base, which includes a critical mass of smartphones and sensors connected by high-speed
communication networks.

e Specific applications — these translate raw data into alerts, insight, largely obtained from specific domain expertise
into real actions. This is where technology providers, specialists, OEMs and software developers come in to join
forces for building the right applications.

e Used by cities, companies, and the public. Many applications only succeed if it is widely adopted and manages to
change behaviour.

Simple transformations - like encouraging people to use transit during off-hours, to change routes, to use less energy and
water and to do so at different times of the day, and providing reliable data to citizens to reduce the impact of disease

strains on the healthcare system through preventive self-care - can make a dramatic impact in the overall wellness of a
population.

As Plato quite rightly said: “This city is what it is because our citizens are what they are.”
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