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Little known ramifications of paying an admission of guilt
fine

In a world where instant gratification is the norm, the relatively simple act of paying an admission of guilt fine when
presented as an alternative to an appearance in court, is often understandably perceived as a quick and easy way to
extricate oneself from trouble with the law.
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At the outset, it must be noted that the provisions of this article do not apply to admission of guilt fines paid in respect of
minor traffic offences such as low category speeding and unlawful parking (“traffic offences”). These are governed by
various acts for example the Road Traffic Act 93 of 1996 and the Administrative Adjudication of Road Traffic Offences Act
46 of 1998 and do not result in a criminal conviction being recorded against the name of the person paying the fine.

The option of paying an admission of guilt fine may manifest itself in a summons issued in terms of Section 54 or a notice
issued in terms of Section 56 of The Criminal Procedures Act 51 of 1977 (“the Act”).

Admission of guilt fines are regulated by Section 57 of the Act. The purpose of allowing the payment of an admission of

guilt fine is to enable a person to admit guilt in advance and thereby avoid having to appear in court on a “minor” criminal
charge.

Non-compliance with lockdown regulations could result in a criminal record

Although the payment of a fine may seem innocuous, there could be serious consequences which may not be realised by
the person who pays the admission of guilt fine.
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When a person pays an admission of guilt fine he/she:

¢ waives a number of rights including but not limited to the right to be found guilty beyond a reasonable doubt;

e admits his/her guilt;

¢ is deemed to have been convicted and sentenced and a criminal conviction is recorded against that person’s name in
the criminal record book for admissions of guilt. A criminal conviction remains recorded against the person’s name
for life (unless expunged) and must be disclosed when that person applies for a job, a firearm licence or a visa, to
name but a few instances.

It is highly recommended that a person faced with the option of paying an admission of guilt fine should seek professional

legal advice before doing so in order to enable that person to fully understand the consequences of his/her actions prior to
doing so.

One is not left without a remedy if one has already paid an admission of guilt fine and is in fact innocent. The Act makes
provision to set aside the conviction and sentence in appropriate circumstances. It is once again suggested that
professional legal advice is sought to assist with the process in this regard.
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