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Justice inspired: Rethinking our engagement

As part of their ongoing strategic partnership, LexisNexis South Africa and Africa Legal launched the Justice
Inspired initiative that seeks to shine a spotlight on those members of Africa's legal community whose actions are
genuinely impacting and enhancing the rule of law in Africa.

In this third of a six-part series showcasing champions of the rule of law in Africa, Karim Anjarwalla, managing
partner of ALN Kenya | Anjarwalla & Khanna (A&K), talks to Craig Sisterson.

Corporate lawyers should not let any views about being apolitical prevent them from
actively engaging in rule of law issues, because defending the rule of law is itself
apolitical, says leading corporate M&A practitioner and cross-border expert Karim
Anjarwalla.

"For many years, the corporate part of our profession took the view that we'd leave the
rule of law fight to human rights defenders and activists – that our job was to be
apolitical," added the managing partner of ALN Kenya | Anjarwalla & Khanna. “But that
whole issue is structured the wrong way, because I don’t think defending the rule of law
is political in the first place.”

While politicians may try to politicise things, the idea that the rule of law is a good thing
is something on which everyone of all political nuances should agree, he commented.

"What the legal profession can do as a whole, particularly those of us in corporate law,
is to rethink our engagement with the rule of law, because we have heft, and the ability

to shape and influence opinion. We also have resources, frankly, which many less financially endowed but well-meaning
defenders of the rule of law don't have. It's incumbent on us to use those resources – the know-how, the global networks we
have – to force the government to behave better."

For Anjarwalla, who’s been practising corporate law in Kenya for 25 years, the rule of law is “super important” not only
because of issues of fairness and justice, but also because there’s a causal link between peace, security, economic and
social progress and the rule of law.

“Look at societies that are weak on the rule of law and you quickly establish that they don’t create great opportunities for
human development,” he noted. “Then there are societies which are stronger on the rule of law and you find human
development is encouraged.”

Anjarwalla has been inspired by a variety of lawyers and activists who've fought for a range of important issues in relative
obscurity. “There are just so many human rights defenders across Africa who neither court nor receive attention,” he said.

It is the everyday person who wakes up each morning and fights against female genital mutilation for young and insecure
girls, or the person who combats climate change in their daily efforts, or the civilian who opts to give civic education to
those in need – the unsung heroes in everyday life – who inspire Anjarwalla and his efforts to uphold and strengthen the
rule of law.

The ALN Academy plays a critical role in supporting the rule of law through training and capacity-building across Africa,
and also operates an extensive but focused pro bono programme. As Anjarwalla noted, “The amount of good pro bono work
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you can do is endless, so we chose to focus around specific themes, such as the environment.”

One example is ALN working closely with The Flipflopi, an organisation that has built a first-of-its-kind sailing boat entirely
out of recycled flip-flops found on beaches, as a symbol in the fight against single-use plastics and their harm to waterways
and livelihoods.

This article is published as part of the ‘Justice Inspired’ content series presented by LexisNexis and Africa Legal.

About LexisNexis® Legal & Professional

LexisNexis Legal & Professional is a leading global provider of legal, regulatory and business information and analytics that
help customers increase productivity, improve decision-making and outcomes, and advance the rule of law around the
world. As a digital pioneer, the company was the first to bring legal and business information online with its Lexis® and
Nexis® services. LexisNexis Legal & Professional, which serves customers in more than 160 countries with 10,400
employees worldwide, is part of RELX, a global provider of information-based analytics and decision tools for professional
and business customers.

For over 85 years LexisNexis South Africa has been at the forefront of legal content and technology, driven by its
commitment to the vision of ‘Enhancing the Potential of the African Continent by Advancing the Rule of Law’. With its
strong community of legal professionals, it advances the practice of law. Through its corporate solutions, it advances
compliance with the law. Finally, LexisNexis partners closely with government to advance the upholding of the law. Today,
LexisNexis South Africa provides the most trusted and credible legal and regulatory content and intelligent, digital platforms.
Its corporate solutions guide clients to better decisions, grounded in the latest legislation and regulatory developments.
LexisNexis® prides itself on offering unmatched content accuracy together with superior technology. From e-signature to
GRC, LexisNexis equips today’s organisation to protect against risk in the most robust way.
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